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The idea of vocation is central in our understanding that God has created each person with gifts and talents for specific purposes and a way of life. This article from Steve Kersys and Pat Prestney, the Children’s Work Advisers for the Diocese of Chelmsford explores some of the considerations around Children’s Ministry as a vocation.
EXPORING A VOCATION TO CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Is God calling me?

Have you ever stopped to think what aspects of ministry give you a real buzz? It is likely that whatever it is that gives you that buzz is where your inspiration comes from and what has brought you to this point of asking, ‘What is God asking me to do?’ A faithful church, a gifted priest, a dedicated teacher, an older sibling, a parent, a situation you have experienced, negative or positive, may have stirred ideas about what is the next step for you. Inspiration may also come from the words or guidance of others. So does children’s ministry you that ‘buzz’? This may be the starting point in exploring it as an area of ministry to which you are being called.
Why Children’s Ministry as a vocation?

· It’s on God’s heart : The Bible has a lot to say about children. They are a blessing and a privilege. Receiving children is receiving Jesus. Children are at the centre of the kingdom and are symbols of humility, discipleship and greatness. Children are to be blessed. Jesus said the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. There’s no better reason to be involved with children than to understand how God sees them. 

· We make a difference: We can make a lasting difference in children’s lives. 

· Children’s Ministry is a High Calling: The call to Children’s Ministry a high calling. As one wise children’s minister said; “If God has called me to be a children’s worker, why should I stoop to be an Archbishop?” 

· It reaches parts no other ministry reaches: Ministry amongst children means ministry wherever children are. It also means ministry with their parents and carers. We work in churches, homes, schools and clubs. We work with parents, carers, grandparents, brothers and sisters, teachers and child-minders. 

· We work collaboratively: It takes a village to raise a child and it takes a church to nurture a child in God. The whole church needs to play its part in praying, supporting, loving and giving. We work in partnership

· It’s costly: Ministry amongst children costs in terms of time, energy, prayers and commitment. You’ll have to work hard, persevere, mediate, forgive, forgive again, be an advocate, get tired, get frustrated, step in at the last minute and be un-noticed. It costs and it’s worth it. 

· These are exciting times: The opportunities for ministry amongst children are immense. There are too many opportunities for us to take up! It’s exciting to see God at work in children’s lives and join in with what He’s already doing. 

· These are challenging times: The opportunities are vast - and so are the challenges. Children are often marginalised in all areas of society. This is no easy ride, this is a tough ministry

Discuss these issues with your friends and with your parish priest. Talk them through with those who are already involved in children’s ministry in your parish and in the diocese. Listening to why others are inspired to follow their vocation may help you to recognize more deeply your own calling.

Look at the courses that are on offer to help you learn more. If you are not already doing so, volunteer to work more closely with children. Does your church need volunteers? Can you assist in your local school? There is nothing like practical involvement to help you see if this is the right route for you.
If you decide to follow though a route that leads to a ministry among children and their families what skills will you need to develop? What recognition will there be of your vocation? Talk with the Children’s Adviser in your Diocese or Denomination about the next steps. Look at the courses in children's ministry that are available round the country.
What might a vocation to Children’s Ministry mean in practice? 
Those with a vocation in Children’s Ministry occupy a variety of different roles in parishes, both paid and voluntary. Some might be employed by a parish, others may help in a children’s club or with a toddler group on a rota basis. Some recognised roles include;
· Parish children’s work co-ordinator 

· School teacher 

· Children’s advocate 

· Sunday or midweek group leader or helper 

· Toddler group leader or helper 

· Ordained minister, with special responsibilities amongst children 

· Parish child protection officer 

· Baptism preparation course leader 

Like any vocation, Children’s Ministry is a journey of discovery and development. We learn and grow as we serve, and we add to our skills at different times and in different ways. None of us are the perfect, finished product – we are always on a journey of learning and discernment.
It’s important that we are willing and open before God. In recognising our vocation we also recognise that it is God who wills and acts in and through us. He blesses us that we might be a blessing to others. Could this be you?

What are the next steps?

Now that you have started exploring Children’s Ministry as a vocation and thought in more detail about what it means and what it costs to serve in this way, you may wish to take the next steps on your vocational journey. We encourage you to discuss things with your Parish Priest and also with your Diocesan Children’s Work Advisers (or denominational equivalent). Find out more, get some practical experience, undertake training, pray, try it out and see where God might lead you.

May God bless you as you continue to explore your vocation.
