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An extensive but not definitive list of places to find Bible stories and references about children and young people. 

Some contain personal reflections about the story by Yvonne Morris.
Updated August 2016

Children in the Bible – Old Testament
The beginning – Genesis 1:27-28 

So God created humans to be like himself; he made men and women. God gave them his blessing and said: 

Have a lot of children! Fill the earth with people and bring it under your control. Rule over the fish in the ocean, the birds in the sky, and every animal on the earth. 

The result of the fall – Genesis 3:16 

Then the Lord said to the woman, "You will suffer terribly when you give birth. But you will still desire your husband, and he will rule over you." 

Cain and Abel – Genesis 4 

Adam made love to his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, ‘With the help of the Lord I have brought forth a man.’ Later she gave birth to his brother Abel.

Genealogy Adam to Noah – Genesis 5

The Nephalim – Genesis 6:4

The Nephilim were on the earth in those days – and also afterwards – when the sons of God went to the daughters of humans and had children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown.
God’s promise to Noah – Genesis 9:1 
God said to Noah and his sons, “I am giving you my blessing. Have a lot of children and grandchildren, so people will live everywhere on this earth. “

Ishmael – Genesis 16 - 21

· a wanted child and born within accepted familial structures to a slave girl (no status) and ‘belonged’ to Sarah (Gen 16:1-16)

· Has no voice in the story except when he ‘cries’ (Gen 21:17) yet Ishmael means ‘God Hears’. 

· Is at the mercy of (very difficult) relations between adults (Sarai, Hagar, Abram)

· Was 13 years old when circumcised (Gen 17:23-27)

· Cast out, away from his father and family home (Gen 21:9-21)

· God had promised the raising of a nation through Ishmael (Gen 17:20; Gen 21:12) and even though he nearly died in the desert, God brought his promise to fruition (Gen 25:12-18 & Gen 28:6-9)

· Returned to bury Abraham (Gen 25:9, 17)
Isaac – Genesis 18 - 22 

· A promised, much wanted child.

· Genesis 22 – the troublesome story of the near sacrifice of Isaac
Jacob – Genesis 25
· Born fighting his brother

· Gen 25:23 – God has a special plan for Jacob (yet his mother did not trust God to fulfill the plan in his own way & interfered causing much grief and division)

Esau – Genesis 25
· Born fighting his brother

· Born to be subservient to his younger brother

· Eventually married one of Ishmael’s daughters

Joseph – Genesis 37
· A tell-tale (Gen 37:2) perhaps encouraged by his father (37:14)
· Favoured by his father (37:3)

· A shepherd

· Shows a youthful arrogance in the telling of the dreams

· Victim of attempted fratricide

· Sold into slavery (the Ishmaelites take him to Egypt)

· Jacob’s grief over Joseph  would not be comforted (37:35)

Jacob’s Family – Exodus 1:1-5

‘When Jacob went to Egypt, his son Joseph was already there. So Jacob took his eleven other sons and their families. They were: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, Benjamin, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher. Altogether, Jacob had seventy children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren who went with him.’

· The children where moved to the new land.

Moses – Exodus 2
· Born into a society where Hebrew male infanticide was decreed.
· Hidden for the first 3 months of his life (one can only imagine the stress and distress for his family.
· Put into the basket on the river & found by the Egyptian Princess

· Weaned in his own family (thanks to Miriam)
· Adopted into the Egyptian royal family

Miriam – Exodus 2
· Kept watch over Moses

· Went to fetch her mother when Moses was discovered thus ensuring he was raised with them for longer.
The Tenth Disaster – Exodus 12:29

At midnight the Lord killed the first-born son of every Egyptian family, from the son of the king to the son of every prisoner in jail. He also killed the first-born male of every animal that belonged to the Egyptians.
The First Passover – Exodus 12:24-28
‘Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your descendants. When you enter the land that the Lord will give you as he promised, observe this ceremony. And when your children ask you, “What does this ceremony mean to you?” then tell them, “It is the Passover sacrifice to the Lord, who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when he struck down the Egyptians.”’ Then the people bowed down and worshipped. The Israelites did just what the Lord commanded Moses and Aaron.

The Israelites leave Egypt – Exodus 12:37
The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Sukkoth. There were about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides women and children.

Firstborn dedicated to God – Exodus 13:1-2

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Consecrate to me every firstborn male. The first offspring of every womb among the Israelites belongs to me, whether human or animal.’

Remember God’s Story - Exodus 13:14-16
‘In days to come when your son asks you, “What does this mean?” say to him, “With a mighty hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the Lord killed the firstborn of both people and animals in Egypt. This is why I sacrifice to the Lord the first male offspring of every womb and redeem each of my firstborn sons.” And it will be like a sign on your hand and a symbol on your forehead that the Lord brought us out of Egypt with his mighty hand.’

Child Sacrifice

Leviticus 18:21

“Do not give any of your children to be sacrificed to Molek, for you must not profane the name of your God. I am the Lord.”

Leviticus 20:1-5

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Say to the Israelites: “Any Israelite or any foreigner residing in Israel who sacrifices any of his children to Molek is to be put to death. The members of the community are to stone him. I myself will set my face against him and will cut him off from his people; for by sacrificing his children to Molek, he has defiled my sanctuary and profaned my holy name. If the members of the community close their eyes when that man sacrifices one of his children to Molek and if they fail to put him to death, I myself will set my face against him and his family and will cut them off from their people together with all who follow him in prostituting themselves to Molek.”’

2 Chronicles 28:3

He [Ahaz, King of Judah (David’s Son)] burned sacrifices in the Valley of Ben Hinnom and sacrificed his children in the fire, engaging in the detestable practices of the nations that the Lord had driven out before the Israelites.

2 Chronicles 33:1-2 & V6
Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem for fifty-five years. He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, following the detestable practices of the nations the Lord had driven out before the Israelites. v6 He sacrificed his children in the fire in the Valley of Ben Hinnom, practised divination and witchcraft, sought omens, and consulted mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the eyes of the Lord, arousing his anger.
Numbers 31:9

The Israelites captured the Midianite women and children and took all the Midianite herds, flocks and goods as plunder.

Numbers 32:17

But we will arm ourselves for battle and go ahead of the Israelites until we have brought them to their place. Meanwhile our women and children will live in fortified cities, for protection from the inhabitants of the land.
Deuteronomy 1:39 

And the little ones that you said would be taken captive, your children who do not yet know good from bad – they will enter the land. I will give it to them and they will take possession of it.
Do not forget God - Deuteronomy 4:9-10
Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their children after them. Remember the day you stood before the Lord your God at Horeb, when he said to me, ‘Assemble the people before me to hear my words so that they may learn to revere me as long as they live in the land and may teach them to their children.’

Raise children of faith - Deuteronomy 6:6-9

These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts.  Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the door-frames of your houses and on your gates.

Deuteronomy 6:20-24

In the future, when your son asks you, ‘What is the meaning of the stipulations, decrees and laws the Lord our God has commanded you?’ tell him: ‘We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand.  Before our eyes the Lord sent signs and wonders – great and terrible – on Egypt and Pharaoh and his whole household.  But he brought us out from there to bring us in and give us the land that he promised on oath to our ancestors.  The Lord commanded us to obey all these decrees and to fear the Lord our God, so that we might always prosper and be kept alive, as is the case today. And if we are careful to obey all this law before the Lord our God, as he has commanded us, that will be our righteousness.’

Deuteronomy 7:14

You will be blessed more than any other people; none of your men or women will be childless, nor any of your livestock without young.

Help children know God - Deuteronomy 11

 Deuteronomy 20:14

As for the women, the children, the livestock and everything else in the city, you may take these as plunder for yourselves. And you may use the plunder the Lord your God gives you from your enemies.
A rebellious son – Deuteronomy 21:18-21
If someone has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and mother and will not listen to them when they discipline him, his father and mother shall take hold of him and bring him to the elders at the gate of his town. They shall say to the elders, ‘This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a glutton and a drunkard.’  Then all the men of his town are to stone him to death. You must purge the evil from among you. All Israel will hear of it and be afraid.

Deuteronomy 29:29
The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.

Deuteronomy 31:12-13

‘Assemble the people – men, women and children, and the foreigners residing in your towns – so that they can listen and learn to fear the Lord your God and follow carefully all the words of this law. Their children, who do not know this law, must hear it and learn to fear the Lord your God as long as you live in the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess.’
Remember God’s Story - Joshua 4:4-6

So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, one from each tribe, and said to them, ‘Go over before the ark of the Lord your God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, to serve as a sign among you. In the future, when your children ask you, “What do these stones mean?”  tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever.’

Joshua 8:35

There was not a word of all that Moses had commanded that Joshua did not read to the whole assembly of Israel, including the women and children, and the foreigners who lived among them.
Judges 13 – The Conception and birth of Samson

Judges 21:10

So the assembly sent twelve thousand fighting men with instructions to go to Jabesh Gilead and put to the sword those living there, including the women and children.

The birth of Obed - Ruth 4:13-17

So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When he made love to her, the Lord enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. The women said to Naomi: ‘Praise be to the Lord, who this day has not left you without a guardian-redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel! He will renew your life and sustain you in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is better to you than seven sons, has given him birth.’
 Then Naomi took the child in her arms and cared for him. The women living there said, ‘Naomi has a son!’ And they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.
Solomon’s Wisdom in the argument over the baby - 1 Kings 3:16-28

Samuel – 1 Samuel 1-3
· A story beginning with tension between women who have and have not any children (Hannah & Penninah 1 Sam 1:6)

· Hannah, prays so fervently for him she is accused of being drunk (1 Sam 1:12-13)
· In Hebrew ‘Samuel’ sounds like ‘Someone from God’ or ‘The name of God’ or ‘His name is God’.

· Hannah gives Samuel to God (1 Sam 1:26-28) "Sir," Hannah said, "a few years ago I stood here beside you and asked the Lord to give me a child. Here he is! The Lord gave me just what I asked for. Now I am giving him to the Lord, and he will be the Lord's servant for as long as he lives." 

· Hannah made priestly clothes for Samuel and visited him every year (1 Sam 2:18-20)

· Hannah & Elkanah had other children who lived at home with them. (1 Sam 2:21)

· ‘Each day the Lord and his people liked Samuel more and more.’ (1 Sam 2:26)

· God speaks to Samuel at a time when ‘the Lord hardly ever spoke directly to people, and he did not appear to them in dreams very often.’ (1 Sam 3:2)
· It was Eli who realized God was talking to Samuel and helped him know how to respond to God.
· God actually stood by Samuel (1 Sam 3:10). This is a very personal relationship.
· Samuel was afraid to tell Eli God’s message. Eli threatens Samuel with punishment from God (1 Sam 3: 17). Given the nature of Samuel’s relationship with God one imagines this to be very frightening for him.
· Samuel’s relationship with God continues to grow (1 Sam 3:19-21)
Samuel anoints David – 1 Samuel 16

David and Goliath - 1 Samuel 17
1 Samuel 17:41-42 

Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. He looked David over and saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with health and handsome, and he despised him.
Nathan rebukes David and David cries out for Bathsheba’s son – 2 Samuel 11:26 – 12:25
Elijah and the Shunammite Widow’s Son - 2 Kings 4:8-37 
Joash rescued from murder – 2 Kings 11:1-4 & 2 Chronicles 22:10-12

As soon as Athaliah heard that her son King Ahaziah was dead, she decided to kill any relative who could possibly become king. She would have done that, but Jehosheba rescued Joash son of Ahaziah just as he was about to be murdered. Jehosheba, who was Jehoram's daughter and Ahaziah's half sister, hid her nephew Joash and his personal servant in a bedroom in the Lord's temple where he was safe from Athaliah. Joash hid in the temple with Jehosheba for six years while Athaliah ruled as queen of Judah. 

Joash becomes King - 2 Kings 11:19-21 & 2 Chronicles 23.1-21

After Jehoiada had placed guards around the Lord's temple, he called together all the commanders, the king's special bodyguards, the palace guards, and the people. They led Joash from the temple, through the Guards' Gate, and into the palace. He took his place on the throne and became king of Judah. Everyone celebrated because Athaliah had been killed and Jerusalem was peaceful again. Joash was only seven years old when this happened.

2 Kings 12:1-21 & 2 Chronicles 24:1-2
Joash became king of Judah in Jehu's seventh year as king of Israel, and he ruled forty years from Jerusalem. His mother Zibiah was from the town of Beersheba. Jehoiada the priest taught Joash what was right, and so for the rest of his life Joash obeyed the Lord.

Elisha & the Youths - 2 Kings 2:23-24
 From there Elisha went up to Bethel. As he was walking along the road, some boys came out of the town and jeered at him. “Get out of here, baldy!” they said. “Get out of here, baldy!” He turned around, looked at them and called down a curse on them in the name of the Lord. Then two bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-two of the boys. And he went on to Mount Carmel and from there returned to Samaria.
The servant Girl - 2 Kings 5:1-5

· A girl from Israel in Syria – captured during a battle and taken away as a slave

· She had heard of Elisha the prophet

· She has a voice - She had the courage to speak up to Naaman’s wife about him

· On the basis of her knowledge Naaman is eventually healed

2 Kings 17:41

Even while these people were worshipping the Lord, they were serving their idols. To this day their children and grandchildren continue to do as their ancestors did.
Josiah – 2 Kings:21-22:2 (then chapters 22 & 23)

He was buried in his tomb in the garden of Uzza. And Josiah his son succeeded him as king. Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem for thirty-one years. His mother’s name was Jedidah daughter of Adaiah; she was from Bozkath.  He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord and followed completely the ways of his father David, not turning aside to the right or to the left.
Ezra 8:21

There, by the Ahava Canal, I proclaimed a fast, so that we might humble ourselves before our God and ask him for a safe journey for us and our children, with all our possessions.

Ezra 10:1

While Ezra was praying and confessing, weeping and throwing himself down before the house of God, a large crowd of Israelites – men, women and children – gathered round him. They too wept bitterly. Then Shekaniah son of Jehiel, one of the descendants of Elam, said to Ezra, ‘We have been unfaithful to our God by marrying foreign women from the peoples around us. But in spite of this, there is still hope for Israel. Now let us make a covenant before our God to send away all these women and their children, in accordance with the counsel of my lord and of those who fear the commands of our God. Let it be done according to the Law. Rise up; this matter is in your hands. We will support you, so take courage and do it.’
Nehemiah 9:23

You made their children as numerous as the stars in the sky, and you brought them into the land that you told their parents to enter and possess.

Nehemiah 12:43

 And on that day they offered great sacrifices, rejoicing because God had given them great joy. The women and children also rejoiced. The sound of rejoicing in Jerusalem could be heard far away.

Nehemiah 13:24

Half of their children spoke the language of Ashdod or the language of one of the other peoples, and did not know how to speak the language of Judah.
Psalm 8:2

Through the praise of children and infants you have established a stronghold against your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.
Psalm 37:25-26

I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread. They are always generous and lend freely; their children will be a blessing
Psalm 72:4

May he defend the afflicted among the people and save the children of the needy; may he crush the oppressor.
A Biblical mandate for children’s ministry – Psalm 78:1-8

Psalm 89:1-2

I will sing of the Lord’s great love for ever; with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known through all generations. I will declare that your love stands firm forever, that you have established your faithfulness in heaven itself.
The Father’s Compassion – Psalm 103:13 

As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him
Children are a blessing from God – Psalm 127:3-5

Children are a heritage from the Lord, offspring a reward from him. Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are children born in one’s youth. Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them. They will not be put to shame when they contend with their opponents in court.

Psalm 128:3-6
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house; your children will be like olive shoots round your table. Yes, this will be the blessing for the man who fears the Lord. May the Lord bless you from Zion; may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life. May you live to see your children’s children – peace be on Israel.
Psalm 131

Babylon Lament - Psalm 137:9

Daughter Babylon, doomed to destruction, happy is the one who repays you according to what you have done to us. Happy is the one who seizes your infants and dashes them against the rocks.
Psalm 139:13-16
For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made, your works are wonderful, I know that full well.  My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.
Proverbs 1:8-9

Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction and do not forsake your mother’s teaching. They are a garland to grace your head and a chain to adorn your neck.
Proverbs 13:24

Whoever spares the rod hates their children, but the one who loves their children is careful to discipline them.
Proverbs 14:26

Whoever fears the Lord has a secure fortress, and for their children it will be a refuge.
Proverbs 19:13
A foolish child is a father’s ruin, and a quarrelsome wife is like the constant dripping of a leaky roof.

Proverbs 19:26

Whoever robs their father and drives out their mother is a child who brings shame and disgrace.
Proverbs 20:11

Even small children are known by their actions, so is their conduct really pure and upright?
Proverbs 22:6

Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it
Proverbs 22:15

Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline will drive it far away.
Proverbs 29 15-17

A rod and a reprimand impart wisdom, but a child left undisciplined disgraces its mother. When the wicked thrive, so does sin, but the righteous will see their downfall. Discipline your children, and they will give you peace; they will bring you the delights you desire.
Isaiah 9:6

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 11:13-16
 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.  The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.  The infant will play near the cobra’s den, the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest.  They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

Isaiah 29:22-24

Therefore this is what the Lord, who redeemed Abraham, says to the descendants of Jacob:
‘No longer will Jacob be ashamed;
    no longer will their faces grow pale.
When they see among them their children,
    the work of my hands,
they will keep my name holy;
    they will acknowledge the holiness of the Holy One of Jacob,
    and will stand in awe of the God of Israel.
 Those who are wayward in spirit will gain understanding;
    those who complain will accept instruction.’
Jeremiah 1:6-10
 “Alas, Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too young.” 

But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the Lord.  Then the Lord reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “I have put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.” 

V12. The Lord said to me, “You have seen correctly, for I am watching to see that my word is fulfilled.” 

Jeremiah 49:11

“Leave your fatherless children; I will keep them alive. Your widows too can depend on me.”’

Lamentations 1:16

‘This is why I weep and my eyes overflow with tears. No one is near to comfort me, no one to restore my spirit. My children are destitute because the enemy has prevailed.’

Lamentations 2:11

My eyes fail from weeping, I am in torment within; my heart is poured out on the ground because my people are destroyed, because children and infants faint in the streets of the city.

Lamentations 2:19-20

‘Look, Lord, and consider: whom have you ever treated like this? Should women eat their offspring, the children they have cared for? Should priest and prophet be killed in the sanctuary of the Lord?  ‘Young and old lie together in the dust of the streets; my young men and young women have fallen by the sword. You have slain them in the day of your anger; you have slaughtered them without pity. ‘As you summon to a feast day, so you summoned against me terrors on every side. In the day of the Lord’s anger no one escaped or survived; those I cared for and reared my enemy has destroyed.’

Lamentations 4:2-5

How the precious children of Zion, once worth their weight in gold, are now considered as pots of clay, the work of a potter’s hands! Even jackals offer their breasts to nurse their young, but my people have become heartless like ostriches in the desert. Because of thirst the infant’s tongue sticks to the roof of its mouth; the children beg for bread, but no one gives it to them.

Daniel 6:24

 At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were brought in and thrown into the lions’ den, along with their wives and children. And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones.

Joel 1:3

Hear this, you elders; listen, all who live in the land. Has anything like this ever happened in your days or in the days of your ancestors? Tell it to your children, and let your children tell it to their children, and their children to the next generation.
Joel 2:16

Gather the people, consecrate the assembly; bring together the elders, gather the children, those nursing at the breast.
Children in the Bible – New Testament
John the Baptist - Luke 1
· A much longed for child

· The depth of his spirituality is foretold (Luke 1:17)

· Apparently ‘responded’ to the voice of the Messiah’s mother before birth (Luke 1:41)

· Experienced the Holy Spirit before birth (Luke 1:41)

· Zechariah’s miracle caused people to wonder about the child - ‘Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, “What then is this child going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was with him. (Luke 1:66)

Baby Jesus

· The birth foretold (Luke 1:35)

· Has a known family tree. (Matthew 1)

· Mary and Joseph are in Bethlehem when the time comes for the baby to be born.

· The angels spill out of heaven in celebration

· The shepherds go to find the baby at the Angels words.

· At the temple Simeon & Anna recognize him as the Messiah

· And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. (Luke 2:40)
Slaughter of innocents Matthew 2:16-18
V16.  When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi.
Child Jesus

· Jesus was brought up in the faith at home according to Jewish customs (Luke 2:22-41)

· A child in danger forced to become a refugee (Matthew 2:13-15)
Youth Jesus
· Found in the temple by his frantic parents after three days of looking. (Luke 2:46)

· Listened to teachers and asked questions. (Luke 2:46)

· Was talked to and listened to by the teachers - ‘Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers.’ (Luke 2:47)

· Was obedient to his parents (Matthew 2:51)

· Grew in favour with God AND MEN. (Matthew 2:52)
Family

Mark 6:3 names James, Joseph, Judas and Simon as Jesus’ brothers. This verse also mentions unnamed sisters.  Whether these are biological siblings; half-siblings (children of Joseph from a previous marriage); extended family/cousins; or ‘spiritual’ siblings; is a hotly debated topic.
Jesus Heals the Official’s son - John 4:43-54 

Adult Jesus behaviour towards children Matthew 18:1-14 

Jesus says;
· Change and become like a child in order to enter the kingdom of heaven.

· If you are humble like a child you will be the greatest in the kingdom of heaven

· When you welcome a child because of me, you welcome me

· Do not cause a ‘little follower’ to sin (CEV)

· Don’t be cruel to children or cause them to be lost (parable of lost sheep) Matt 18:10-14 
Healing the boy Matthew 17:14-21 (Mark 9:14-17)
· Jesus casts out the demon and heals the boy

· Jesus chastises the disciples for their lack of faith.

Jairus’ daughter Luke 8:49-55
· Jairus went to get Jesus.

· Jesus was delayed by the crowd (including the incident with the woman who touched his cloak)

· Jesus raised the child from the dead

· Jesus told them to feed her.

Loaves & fishes story (Matthew 14, Mark 6, Luke 9, John 6)
· Children present amongst adults listening to Jesus (Matt 14:21)

· That the disciples got the loaves and fishes from a boy is only told in John despite the story appearing in all four gospels. (John 6:9)
Parents bring children Mark 10:13-16 (Matthew 19:13-15 & Luke 18:15-17)
· Children are brought to Jesus (they don’t come on their own)

· The disciples thought they were a bother or distraction for Jesus.

· Jesus got angry at the disciples

· A ‘High Priest’ does not take children in his arms in the way mother does. Jesus was behaving radically when he did this.

God is like a parent Matthew 7:7-12

Matthew 11:16 & Luke 7:32

 ‘To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the market-places and calling out to others:
 ‘“We played the pipe for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.”’
Jesus raises the widow’s son Luke 7:11-17

John 16:20-22

 Very truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the world. So with you: now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. 
Jesus in the temple Matthew 21:14-16
‘The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them. But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple courts, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant. “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him. “Yes,” replied Jesus, ‘“have you never read,” ‘From the lips of children and infants you, Lord, have called forth your praise’?’ 

Luke 18: 28-30

Peter said to him, ‘We have left all we had to follow you!’
 ‘Truly I tell you,’ Jesus said to them, ‘no one who has left home or wife or brothers or sisters or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God will fail to receive many times as much in this age, and in the age to come eternal life.’
Matthew 23:37-38

 ‘Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. Look, your house is left to you desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”’
Acts 2:38-39

Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off – for all whom the Lord our God will call.’
Acts 20:7-14

On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people and, because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight. There were many lamps in the upstairs room where we were meeting. Seated in a window was a young man named Eutychus, who was sinking into a deep sleep as Paul talked on and on. When he was sound asleep, he fell to the ground from the third storey and was picked up dead. Paul went down, threw himself on the young man and put his arms round him. ‘Don’t be alarmed,’ he said. ‘He’s alive!’ Then he went upstairs again and broke bread and ate. After talking until daylight, he left. The people took the young man home alive and were greatly comforted.
1 Corinthians 13:11

 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me.
1 Timothy 4:12 

Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity. 
2 Timothy 3:15
After all, you know who taught you these things. Since childhood, you have known the Holy Scriptures that are able to make you wise enough to have faith in Christ Jesus and be saved.
Non age specific

Mark 16:16

‘Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.’

John 3:16

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

Ephesians 2:8-9

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.
Family Life 

Ephesians 6:1-4

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honour your father and mother’– which is the first commandment with a promise – ‘so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.’
Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.

Colossians 3:20-21

Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged.
Adoption

Romans 8:14-17

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’  The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

Galatians 4:4-7

 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba, Father.’ So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an heir.

Ephesians 1:4-5

For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love  he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will – to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.

Hebrews 12:5-11
And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a father addresses his son? It says, ‘My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.’

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their father? If you are not disciplined – and everyone undergoes discipline – then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.
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