
When you are choosing a resource, it’s very easy to get taken in by a colourful cover or bargain price. This list of questions from Steve Dixon, Children’s Adviser for Manchester Diocese, offers some excellent pointers for other things which need to be taken into consideration.
Questions to ask when choosing a resource
How does the resource suit your aims?

· What do you want your children to get out of their time in your group? Will the resource help you achieve this?

· What sort of ideas about God does the resource give? Do they match your ideas of what God is like?

· Does the resource give the children space to think and does it spark ideas, or does it give them all the answers?

· Does it make connections with the children’s lives?

  

 How does the resource suit your children?

· Does it use a variety of learning styles?

· Does it cover the age span of your group?

· Does it connect with their cultural, social and family experiences?

· Does it suit their attendance pattern?

· What do the children themselves think of it?

  

How does the resource suit your team?

· Are the children’s workers enthusiastic about the resource? Do they get something out of the sessions? 

· Does it play to their strengths? Does it help develop their skills by sometimes suggesting approaches they are not so confident with?

· Does the amount of detail suit the needs of the team? People who are confident about making up their own activities may only want general suggestions for sessions; others may want fully detailed plans.

  

Does the resource ‘do what it says on the tin’?

· Do the activities actually work? Have you tried them?

· Is what’s inside as good as the flashy cover?

· Is the price right? Is it value for money in your situation?
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