COLLECTIVE WORSHIP IN SCHOOLS
The law on collective worship since 1988

Since the Education Reform Act 1988, the law has continued to require a daily act of collective worship for all pupils in all schools. But the law has changed in several significant ways:
· No longer does collective worship have to be for the whole school assembled at the start of the day. It can be conducted at any time and in any convenient grouping.

· The act of worship is to be 'wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character'. 'Broadly Christian' means non-denominational. 'Wholly or mainly' applies over a whole term. Therefore, either all or most of the acts of worship have to be broadly Christian. Thus, depending on the character of the school community, almost half the acts of worship can reflect other major religious traditions.

· Schools can acquire a determination from their local authority that the Christian requirement is replaced in their case by a requirement that the worship is that of another religious tradition.
Since the School Standards and Framework Act 1998

The law has been explicit that in schools with a religious character, the collective worship has to accord with the religious tradition of the school.

GOING INTO SCHOOL FOR COLLECTIVE WORSHIP

Good practice will:

· Be respectful of pupil and staff integrity

· Be an educational experience

· Be relevant to the needs of the pupils

· Encourage pupil participation

· Foster a though-provoking atmosphere

· Allow for spiritual reflection and response

· Aim to bring children (and staff) to the threshold of worship

· Will not wind children up so that teachers cannot get them to settle

Things to consider:

· Timings – arrive early; don’t plan your next appointment so that you are rushing off; keep to the start and finish time you’ve been given (DON’T over-run)

· Age groups and numbers – check which age group(s) will be present and whether it is an age-group or whole school assembly (it will make a difference as to how you prepare and lead)

· Multi-faith presence – even in a church school there will be pupils of a variety of faiths and of none; be respectful of this

· Theme – is the school following a ‘syllabus’ you have to fit with/ is there a theme for the week? What has already been covered and what will be coming later?

· Audibility and visibility – can you be heard by children at the back as well as at the front? Will your visual aids be seen by everyone? If using a data projector or OHP, is your writing large enough and clear enough to be read?

· Layout of the room – is this the same everyday? Is there flexibility for you to change it?
· Availability of a data projector /OHP/flip chart – check before you rely on PowerPoint/acetates etc for your talk!

· Freedom (or lack of it) – does the school have a structure (e.g. welcome, song, talk, prayer, song, notices) that you need to fit in with?

A time of prayer and reflection

· Is there a focus for worship – candle? Backdrop? Picture? If not, can you create one?

· Silent prayer with a visible object or picture as a focus might be more appropriate than formal prayer

· Be sensitive about the language with which you address God in prayer

· ‘Hands together, eyes closed’ isn’t necessarily the best posture for prayer

· Projecting a picture or the words of a prayer will help some pupils focus more easily

· Introduce prayer carefully so that pupils and staff can respond with integrity

Songs and music

· Think carefully about the words of any songs/hymns – are they appropriate?
· Will the song add to the theme of the worship?

· Do the children know the song you want to sing?

· Invite pupils to sing – but don’t make it compulsory

· If you want recorded music played at the beginning or end of worship, check beforehand that a CD player is available

Telling the story

· It should involve more than inanimate sitting and listening

· How can it open doors into imagination?

· Make sure visual aids are appropriate, work and don’t detract from the story

· Resist the temptation to moralise

· Use open-ended questions to engage children

· Err on the side of brevity

· A good practitioner knows what they want the children to remember: a bad practitioner just wants to be remembered

