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      resource sheets
Toddler Groups are often invisible to congregations because they happen at odd times, outside of Sundays, when many people are at work. Yet Toddler Groups are places of mission and need to be recognised, prayed for and supported as they serve toddlers and adults in their early years.
These simple prayers could form the basis of a commissioning for new Toddler Group leaders, or a reaffirmation of the continuing ministry of an established Toddler Group.

With thanks to Katherine Lyddon, from Exeter Diocese.
Commissioning Toddler Group Leaders (TLG)
These questions and responses could be included in regular church service. Invite the leaders/volunteer helpers to the front of the church.

Minister:
Will you pray for your toddler group members and trust in God as your serve Him amongst under 5s and their families?

TLG:

With the help of God we will.

Minister:
Will you be clear that you are follower of Christ in the way you run your toddler group, speaking and behaving towards others as Christ would do?

TLG:

With the help of God we will. 

Minister:
Will you help people along their faith journey, being sensitive to where people are?

TLG:

With the help of God we will.

Minister:
Will you pray for fellow team members and nurture one another in faith in appropriate ways?

TLG:

With the help of God we will.

Minister:
(Addressing the congregation) People of Church Name, will you support the leaders, volunteers and members of our Toddler Group? Will you pray for them, care for them, and encourage them in their ministry?

All:

With the help of God we will.

Conclude with a prayer for the group and its leaders.
A Commissioning Service for a new Toddler Group

The symbols which are handed to the Toddler Group Leaders (TLG) should be chosen so that they can be used with or displayed in the Group as it meets. 

Minister:
Receive this cross. Will you be confident followers of Christ in the way you lead NAME OF TODDLER GROUP, speaking and behaving towards others as Jesus would do? 
TLG:

With the help of God we will.

Minister:
Receive this Bible/Bible storybook. Will you tell the stories of Jesus and our faith to the toddlers and carers who come to NAME OF TODDLER GROUP?
TLG:

With the help of God we will. 

Minister:
Receive this prayer book. Will you pray for your toddler group members and trust in God as your serve Him amongst under 5s and their families?

TLG:

With the help of God we will.

Minister:
Receive this TEDDY/SOFT TOY. Will you love and nurture all who come to NAME OF TODDLER GROUP, help them on their faith journey and be sensitive to their needs?

TLG:

With the help of God we will.

Minister:
(Addressing the congregation) People of Church Name, NAME OF TODDLER GROUP is a ministry of our church. Will you support its leaders and volunteers as they serve our community? Will you pray for them, care for them, and encourage them in their ministry?

All:

With the help of God we will.

Conclude with a prayer for the group and its leaders.
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