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Jargon Buster 
of terms used in

the Church of England

Anglican

Anglo-Catholic

Archbishop

Archdeacon

Archdeaconry

ASB

BCD
BCP 

BCS

Benefice

Bishop

Canon Residentary/Nonresidentary

Canon Law

CEYC 

Chaplain

Charismatic

Churchmanship/ Churchpersonship

Clergy

Common Fund 
Common Tenure

Common Worship

Co-option

Convocation

CTBI 

CTE 
CUF 

CWA

DAC 

DBE

DBF 
DDO 

Dean 

Deanery 

Denomination

Diocese

Diocesan Registrar 

Diocesan Secretary 

Doctrine 

DYO 

EA 

Ecumenical 

Ecumenical Movement.
Episcopate/Episcopal

Evangelical

Evangelism

Ex officio

Faculty
FiF

Freehold 

FURY

General Synod

Incumbent

Interregnum

Laity

Lambeth

Lay Reader

Lectionary

LGCM

Liberal

Liturgy

LOM

MAYC
MAPs
NSM

Ordination

Parish Share – See Quota

Patron

Provincial Episcopal Visitor/Flying Bishop

Priest-in-Charge

Quinquennial Inspection

Quorum

Quota/Diocesan Share

Rector

Religious Order

Rural/Area Dean

Sides person

Standing committee

Stipend

Suffragan Bishop

Suspension of presentation

Team Ministry

Team Vicar

UPA

Vicar

Visitation

WATCH- Women and the Church

WCC- World Council of Churches

Anglican

Member of the Church of England or one of its sister churches worldwide. Anglicans have different ways of expressing their faith see Anglo-Catholic/Evangelical/Liberal.

Anglo-Catholic

High Church - that part of the Church which stresses the Church of England's identity as part of the Catholic Church and the centrality of Communion in the Church's life.

Archbishop

Leading Bishop who takes responsibility for a province, or group of Dioceses (there are two in England - the province of Canterbury [30 Dioceses] and the province of York [14 Dioceses]. See also Bishop.

Archdeacon

Senior member of Clergy responsible for an Archdeaconry. He shares in the pastoral care of Clergy and conducts other legal and administrative roles.

Archdeaconry

Group of Deaneries for which an Archdeacon is responsible.

ASB - Alternative Service Book

Book of services authorised for use in the Church of England from 1980 up to the end of 2000. See also Common Worship, BCP and Liturgy.
BCD - Board for Christian Development

The committee whose task is to propose and steer policy in learning and ministry for the Diocese. Its work is organised into three teams.

The Parish Development Team - the work of the Children’s Advisers, the Youth Officer, Local Ministry, Stewardship and Initiatives in Spirituality.

The Ministerial Development Team - Assisted Self-Appraisal, CME, Reader Ministry and the Liturgical Committee together with the work of the NSM Officers and Bishop’s Adviser for Women’s Ministry.

The Vocations Team - the work of the DDO, the Assistant DDO and the archdeaconry Vocations Officers.
BCP - Book of Common Prayer

Book of Common Prayer. The original Anglican service book from 1662, still in use though there are alternatives. See also ASB, Common Worship, Doctrine & Liturgy.

BCS – Board for Church and Society
The committee that promotes the whole mission of the Church in wider society throughout the Diocese. In particular, the Board has special regard for social responsibility, evangelism, ecumenism, interfaith relations and international links.
Benefice

The parish or group of parishes served by one incumbent.

Bishop

Bishops are the most senior of the three holy orders in the Church of England. A Diocesan Bishop has responsibility for a diocese and may be assisted by a suffragan or Area Bishop. See also Archbishops, Suffragan and Episcopate.

Canon – Residentary/ Nonresidentary

Senior member of Clergy on staff of cathedral (residentary) and a senior Clergy person bestowed the honour of Canon by the Bishop of the Cathedral (nonresidentary). Also a small number appointed by the Crown.

Canon Law

Law of the Church of England made by General Synod.
CEYC – Church of England Youth Council

CEYC is a gathering of young Anglican Christians from across England who meet to discuss issues concerning the Church, the country and the world. They actively represent the youth of their resident dioceses, and contribute to the inner workings of the Church by sending representatives to General Synod.
Chaplain

Priest, Deacon or lay person in a special community e.g. School, Hospital, Armed Forces or a Prison.

Charismatic

Stresses the direct experience of the Holy Spirit in their lives. Characterised by unstructured, lively services and a strong focus on evangelism.

Churchmanship/ Churchpersonship

The term given to represent a persona /tradition within the Church. See also Anglo-Catholic, Liberal and Evangelical.

Clergy
General name for all ordained ministers.

CME – Continuing Ministerial Education.
Ongoing training provided to clergy.

Common Fund
Money given by congregations in every parish in the Diocese. It is collected from rich and poor parishes, to provide and support clergy, and to further our work in every parish of the diocese. That is why our contributions are called the “Common Fund”; they are made by everyone, for everyone. 
Common Tenure

A new way of ‘employing’ a clergyperson. Common Tenure offers a way of being in ministry that could be held in common by almost all clergy with tenure as an office-holder, rather than by an employer-employee relationship.
Common Worship

The current liturgy for use in the Church of England (authorised for general use from 2000).

Co-option

The process whereby a person is given a place on a body (e.g. PCC) for a particular skill they possess. Co-option to a body gives full electoral rights.

Convocation

A representative body of Clergy in a particular province. (All Diocesan Bishops plus elected representatives of Suffragan Bishops and Priests).

CTBI - Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 
An ecumenical organisation made up of Christian denominations from the UK and Ireland. These include: Anglican, Roman Catholic, Methodist, Baptist, United Reformed Church, Moravian and Salvation Army. See also CTE, and Ecumenical Movement.
CTE - Churches Together in England 
The Ecumenical organisation for England (National version of CTBI). See also CTBI, CTE and Ecumenical movement.
CUF - Church Urban Fund 
A fund with an ongoing purpose to put money into specific projects in needy areas. Set up in the light of the 1985 Church Report 'Faith in the City'. 

CWA – Children’s Work Adviser 

Person responsible for encouraging Children’s Work in the diocese.

DAC - Diocesan Advisory Committee 
Responsible for the Care of Churches across the diocese.
DBE – Diocesan Board of Education

The statutory body with functions including the promotion of education consistent with the faith and practice of the Church of England, the promotion of religious education and religious worship in schools, the promotion of Church schools in the diocese, and advice to school governors on any matter affecting Church schools.

DBF - Board of Finance

The charity that is responsible for promoting of the work of the Church of England in the Diocese of St Albans which covers Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and part of the London Borough of Barnet. This objective is achieved by the collection of contributions from parishes via the Parish Share to support parochial mission and ministry, primarily by paying and housing parochial clergy and supporting the statutory and non-statutory work of the Diocese.

DDO - Diocesan Director of Ordinands 
The person responsible for looking after those applying for ordination.
Dean 

Senior Priest in charge of a cathedral 

Deanery 

A group of local parishes overseen by the Rural/Area Dean and Deanery Synod. 

Denomination

Term given to different branches of Christianity. E.g. Anglican, Roman Catholic, Methodist.

Diocese

An administrative area of the country. Each Diocese is run by a Diocesan Bishop and is sub divided into Deaneries and parishes. There are 44 Dioceses in the Church of England.
Diocesan Registrar 

A solicitor who acts as a legal secretary to the Bishop and looks after the legal side of diocesan business.

Diocesan Secretary 

The person in charge of administration at a Diocesan level. Works at the Diocesan Office and acts as secretary to several committees e.g. Bishop's Council.

Doctrine 

Set of beliefs 

DYO - Diocesan Youth Officer  
The person responsible for encouraging ministry to/with young people.
EA  - Evangelical Alliance 
Ecumenical body of Evangelical Christians from around 30 denominations.
Ecumenical 

See Ecumenical Movement. 

Ecumenical Movement

Term given to the efforts of the various Christian denominations to promote the unity between the Churches. See also CTE, CTBI.

Episcopate/Episcopal

Oversight. The office of a Bishop. See also Bishop and Archbishop.

Evangelical
Often used to refer to those church members who stress the primacy of the Bible, the importance of personal conversion and the doctrine of justification by faith.
Evangelism

The special responsibility of the Church locally and nationally to explain the Christian message of the good news about Jesus Christ to those who have not heard it.

Ex officio

Automatic membership of a body or an organisation.
Faculty
Legal permission given by the Diocesan authorities for alterations to a church building.

FiF - Forward in Faith 
Exists to support all those who are unable to accept the ministry of ordained women.
Freehold 
The rights of the Clergy to stay in a parish position. An incumbent cannot be sacked or forced to move from a position except in extreme circumstances.

FURY

Fellowship of United Reformed Youth. Any member of the URC under 25, is an automatic member of FURY. You do not have to be a member of the URC.

General Synod

The governing body of the Church of England made up of Bishops and elected representatives of Clergy and lay people in each Diocese. It meets two or three times a year and passes resolutions that become English law in certain circumstances.

Incumbent

An ordained member of the Clergy who has the freehold to a parish. See also Freehold.

Interregnum

The time between the last incumbent leaving and the next one arriving.

Laity

The term usually given to those who are not ordained. The true meaning of the word 'Laios' is 'everybody'.

Lambeth

The London home of the Archbishop of Canterbury. The Lambeth Conference happens every ten years when all the Bishops in the Anglican Communion come together to share and learn. See also Bishop and Archbishop.

Lay Reader

Member of the laity licensed to preach by his/her Bishop.

Lectionary

The rota of bible readings read at services of worship in the church. The Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) uses a cycle of three years.

LGCM- Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement

A group who believe that the physical expression of their homosexual orientation is a valid Christian lifestyle.

Liberal

A member of the church who is willing to accept new and radical thinking about faith and the Church, with their main focus on new ways of thinking rather than tradition.

Liturgy

The prayers, readings, music, which together form the worship of the Church. The liturgy varies greatly between churches and is dependent on the churchmanship, tradition. See also Common Worship, ASB and BCP.

LOM - Local Ordained Minister 
Same as NSM however has a more focused role in a particular parish.

MAYC - Methodist Association of Youth Clubs 
Umbrella organisation for Methodist societies and youth clubs. 
MAPs - Mission Action Plans

Are a tried and tested way of putting flesh on to what we say of ourselves as a Church and Parish, exploring our strengths and the challenges that face us, and putting together a realistic plan for the way forward that God is calling us to.

NSM - Non-stipendiary Minister
An ordained person who has their own job outside the church, so receives no money in stipend from the church. See also Stipend.
Ordination

Ceremony by which Priests and Deacons are commissioned. A Bishop always presides.

Parish Share – See Quota

Patron

Person or body with an historical right to nominate to the Bishop a Priest who they think suitable to have the incumbency of a parish when an interregnum occurs. See interregnum.

PDT – Parish Development Team
Part of the Board for Christian Development. See BCD

Provincial Episcopal Visitor - Flying Bishop

Bishop charged with the pastoral care of those parishes that cannot accept the ministry of women priests. There are 3 flying Bishops - two for the province of Canterbury and one for the province of York.

Priest

Second order of ordained ministry.

Priest-in-Charge

Priest who is in charge of a parish, but unlike an incumbent does not have the freehold but rather has a fixed term contract.

Quinquennial Inspection

5-yearly structural inspection of church building by an architect. PCC are obliged to act on its findings. 

Quorum

The least number of people who have to be present at a meeting of the PCC or any other body for votes to be valid.

Quota/Diocesan Share

Money paid to the Diocese by a parish for the Clergy, buildings and work of the church. The amount of money often depends on the size of the congregation and the Church's income but can vary from Diocese to Diocese.

Rector

Title given to incumbents of certain parishes (team rector - leader of clergy team ministry).

Religious Order

Monks and Nuns who have taken holy orders and live in a community based on prayer and ministry.

Rural/Area Dean

A Priest with pastoral and leadership responsibilities for all the other Clergy in the deanery. See Clergy and Deanery.

Sides person

Lay person who assists the Church leaders in their work; usually by welcoming people into the church and taking the offering.

Standing committee

The Standing Committee, where appointed, carries out the routine work of the PCC between each PCC meeting.

Stipend

The regular income given to the Clergy (their salary). It comes from the Church's investments and parochial giving. See also Quota/Diocesan Share.

Suffragan Bishop

Full time 'assistant bishop in a diocese usually responsible for a particular area.

Suspension of presentation

A parish where for pastoral reasons the Bishop appoints a Priest-in-Charge without freehold. See also Freehold.

Team Ministry

Large parish or number of parishes led by a team of Clergy.

Team Vicar

Priest or staff of team ministry.

UPA - Urban Priority Area

Term given to an area that conforms to a complex set of criteria based on social and economic factors. Once given this term allows an area to apply for extra funding from central bodies.
Vicar

See Rector

Visitation

Annual legal enquiry into the affairs of every Parish by the Bishop or Archdeacon or Area Dean and is usually termed as the Archdeacon's Visitation.

WATCH- Women and the Church

Provides a forum for promoting women's ministry in the Church of England.

WCC- World Council of Churches

The worldwide ecumenical body, bringing together major national Christian denominations.
This list has been developed by the St Albans’ Diocese Youth Service from the Jargon Explained section of “PCC’s Uncovered”, produced in 2000 by the Young Adult Network of the Church of England. The list doesn’t pretend to be exhaustive, so if you feel there are glaring omissions please do let us know.
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