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Claire Wesley, Children’s Adviser for Birmingham Diocese, offers some thoughts for storytellers to consider.
STORYTELLING – a process
Choosing the story
· If there’s a theme to follow, find a story which picks up elements of it
· If there is a set story, consider if there is a particular version you want to use
· Or you might have a free choice

What is the context in which your story will be told?

· Think about your audience – their age, expectations

· Consider where you will tell the story – sightlines, acoustics, comfort
· Be aware of how much time has been allocated

What’s in the story?
· Who are the characters? 
· Where, when and what is the story’s setting?

· Why is the story included in the Bible (if it is)?

· What are the emotions / feelings of the story?
How will you tell the story?

· Will it be from the viewpoint of one of the characters?
· Will you tell it in the past or present?
· Are there any parts of the story you can leave out and still have all the story you need?
How will you present the story?
· Props or visual aids (check that they work!)
· Audience involvement
· Body language
· Voice and expression
· Enhance the story rather than distract from it
How will you introduce the story?

· Do you need to:

· Say where it comes from/set the scene
· Give a precise of the story
· Give ideas of what to listen / look for.

· What you are going to do with the story
What will happen after you have told the story?

· How will you end the story?

· Are there questions that need to be asked – can they be open, not just closed?
· Will you want to reinforce a main point?
· Will it be followed by a short talk?
· Is there a song or prayer that would be appropriate?
· Can you use guided silence to help the listeners think about what they have heard?
· Resist the temptation to spell out what you think the children should have learnt.
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