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      resource sheets
Rona Orme, Children’s Missioner for the Diocese of Peterborough, offer ten ideas for sharing Bible stories with children.
TEN WAYS TO SHARE A BIBLE STORY WITH CHILDREN
1
READ FROM THE GOOD NEWS BIBLE

· Use the Bible as both text and prop

· Get down to the children’s eye-level – use a chair or the floor!

· Maintain good eye contact – this well help you judge response

· Use your face to show the emotions of the text – and invite younger children to use their faces to show emotions are key points

· Lean forward and whisper to emphasise something

· Create suspense with a dramatic pause as you scan the group

· Repetition can help – ‘walk, walk, walk’

· Use occasional questions – ‘what do you think happened next?’

TOP TIP!  Always use the first 4 points; use the others occasionally
2
USE A CHILDREN’S BIBLE OR STORYBOOK  

Great resources include:

Stories Jesus Told Butterworth isbn 9780551 030725

Lion Storyteller Bible Hartman isbn 9780745949802

Barnabas Children’s Bible Davies isbn 9781841015262

TOP TIP!  

Don’t interpret the story or tell them what to think – Jesus didn’t

3
RAP

Teach a memorable phrase or part of a Bible verse for everyone to join in and chant as a repeating line of the rap eg:

Jesus met a man who was blind from birth  I was blind but now I see
He decided to heal him, to give him some worth  I was blind but now I see

See a version of The House on the Rock at: www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk/pages/data.asp?layout=page.htm&Type=&Id=784 

4
IMAGINE  (Ignatian)

Invite everyone to close eyes (and lie on floor if you have space) and picture themselves in the story. Set the scene clearly so children understand the task.  Give prompts (‘Can you see what Jesus is doing?’, ‘What are they shouting out?’, ‘What does it taste like?’, ‘How do you feel when Jesus says that?’) as you share the story.  

TOP TIP!  Use Godly Play-style ‘wondering’ questions

· I wonder where you are in this story?

· I wonder who is the most important person in this story?

· I wonder what is the best part of this story?

5
ACTIONS TO ILLUSTRATE

Using actions helps kinaesthetic learners to process the information.  For the Wedding at Cana (John 2:10), practise the actions then read the text:

Jesus – point up; Wine – drinking; Water – pouring; Servants – bow

6
NUMBERS!

Beyond the basic learning styles of Visual, Auditory and Kinaesthetic, remember that we all have learning preferences.  Some Bible stories, eg Noah, can be told with a focus on numbers.  More info on learning styles: 

www.bgfl.org/bgfl/custom/resources_ftp/client_ftp/ks1/ict/multiple_int/notes.htm 

7
PROPS

Produce items to illustrate key elements in the Bible passage from a decent (not plastic carrier) bag.  These can be projected via a visualiser if there are good projection facilities.  Smaller groups and smaller children enjoy the items appearing in order from a pass-the-parcel activity: tell one part of the story after each object has been unveiled.

8
POWERPOINT

Use key images to illustrate the Bible passage.  Sources of images are:

· Illustrations from a storybook

· www.bricktestament.com  

· www.refuel.org.uk 

9
MUSIC

Practise a verse/chorus from a hymn/song to punctuate and illustrate a Bible story e.g.
· Call of Samuel – ‘Here I am, Lord.’

· Peter or Paul in prison – ‘Be still and know that I am GOD.’ Or ‘I will trust in Him alone.’

10
ACT IT OUT

· Narrate the passage whilst ‘actors’ are move as illustrations

· Invite everyone to ‘freeze-frame’ the action at key points

· Ask everyone to show a facial expression at key points

· Provide simple costumes or hats or props to help ‘actors’

TOP TIP!  If children or adults are going to read a part, or the whole passage, they must be rehearsed beforehand.  Few children/adults are naturally audible.  Don’t presume that it will go well without rehearsal.
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