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      WELCOME IN WORSHIP - ideas
These ideas are suggestions and not a definitive list! With the worship leaders in your church, identify what might be incorporated into your worship so that children and young people might be more fully engaged and enabled to participate. Don’t attempt to include everything – consider what is possible within your context. One change done well and consistently is far better than ten which aren’t thought through.
	
	Ways in which children/young people (c/yp) might be engaged and participate in worship

	Before the service
	· Are there opportunities for c/yp to contribute towards planning worship?

· Are the service sheets/projection slides clear enough to read and understood? Consider careful use of pictures or symbols to help those who are not literate 
· Include c/yp in the welcoming team

· Invite c/yp to be acolytes or part of the serving team

	During the service
	· Are there opportunities for children to move?
· Is there someone ready to help if a parent needs to take a child out for a break, or to the toilet?

	Music
	· Include a balance of music – traditional/modern; responsive; lively/reflective
· Invite c/yp to be part of the music group/worship band/choir
· Teach (and allow!) c/yp to operate the sound or projection system

	Welcome and preparation


	· If the service starts with a response or gesture (sign of the cross) do the c/yp know what to do?
· Acknowledge all ages in the welcome
· Include a brief introduction to the theme/format of the service, or one or two things to look or listen out for

	Confession and Absolution


	· Use accessible words
· Include physical objects – stones to be brought to the cross, paper to write on, water for cleansing
· Consider using a Kyrie confession with said biddings and sung responses

	The Gloria


	· Use a metrical setting
· Use the Peruvian Gloria with cantor and response

· Project appropriate background images during the singing


	The Liturgy of the Word


	· Dramatise the reading/use a version from a good paraphrased Bible
· Include c/yp as readers (not necessarily on their own)
· Set the scene/background of the reading

· Use phrases such as ‘Listen out for…’ or ‘Imagine you were there…’ to engage the hearers

	The Sermon/Talk
	· Include a visual element
· Encourage participation through questions/discussion

· Include stories/illustrations which will connect across an range of ages

· Vary the tone of voice/use of body language

	The Creed


	· Use a sung version of the Creed
· Use one of the question answer and response affirmations of faith in Common Worship

	The Intercessions


	· Use a visual element (globe, food, medical kit) as a focus
· Create a Prayer Tree with individuals writing prayers and petitions to be attached to its branches
· Use a candle or quiet music to encourage reflection or personal prayer

· Consider creating simple prayer stations for people to move around

	The Peace


	· Invite c/yp to come forward to receive the Peace from the minister and then take it out to share with the congregation
· Encourage the congregation to include babies and toddlers as they share the Peace

· Make the sign of the cross on the recipient’s palm as the words ‘The Peace of the Lord be with you’ are shared

	Preparation for Holy Communion


	· Include c/yp in the offertory procession
· Invite c/yp to gather round the Communion table so that they can see

· Project appropriate images during the Eucharistic prayer

	The Lord’s Prayer


	· Use a musical setting
· Project key words (Father, hallowed, kingdom, forgive etc) as the prayer is said

	Receiving Holy Communion


	· If baptised children don’t already receive communion, consider opening up a discussion about the possibility
· If children receive a blessing, encourage the minister to bend down to their level to pronounce it

· Consider asking confirmed young people to become licensed chalice bearers

	Blessing and Dismissal


	· Is there a ‘giveaway’ (seeds, stone, Bible verse) that could act as a reminder of the service’s theme?
· Work with the c/yp to write a prayer(s) that could be used before the final blessing
· Point out how the words of the final song/hymn relate to the theme or readings in the service


The Welcome in Worship – Resources sheet references more places where you can find suggestions of how to welcome and engage children and young people in worship.
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